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Going strong: Phyllis DePrey, Michael Hogan, and Joe which has been in business for 51 years and is still going 

DePrey Jr. (I to r) stand in front of DePrey’s in Bellevue, strong despite competition. 


One-stop shopping in Bellevue 

Family store still competitive after 51 years in business 


By Karil Van Boxel 

Press-Gazette 

Located on the outskirts of Green Bay 
about five minutes from the nearest dis¬ 
count store, DePrey’s in Bellevue has re¬ 
mained competitive after 51 years of selling 
everything from groceries to farm 
implements. 

The store, which sits along Kewaunee 
Hoad near the junction of Highways 29 and 
141, has existed since 1916 when it was 
owned by the Hallada brothers. 

But its name stems back to 1936 when it 
was purchased by Joe DePrey, who made it 
into his family business and remained ac¬ 
tive in it until he died. 

His son, Joe DePrey Jr., now owns the 
diverse business — a Bellevue landmark 
with its two gas pumps and lawn mower 
display out front. It’s a business he loves. 

“You have something to get up for in the 


"They’re accommodating — 
a lot more personal than 
shopping at a big 
supermarket.” 

— DePrey’s customer 


morning,” DePrey, 64, said as he smiled 
and nodded at an approaching customer. “I 
like it.” 

His sister, Phyllis DePrey, also has wait¬ 
ed on her share of customers since she 
began working in the store some 20 years 
ago. She, Joe and their nephew, Michael 
Hogan of De Pere, are now the only full¬ 
time employees. 

Hogan, 27, worked summers in the store 
since he was 16 and later spent a year in the 
H.C. Prange’s executive training program. 


He has been a full-time employee for four 
years and likes handling the advertising 
end of the business. 

Time has seen some changes in the 
store’s inventory. DePrey said the store 
quit stocking farm implements — once the 
backbone of the business — in 1941 when 
he and his two brothers went into military 
service. 

The hardware line also wits eventually 
phased out. 

After going to radio school in the Army 
Air Corps during World War II, DePrey’s 
interests turned to television. When the 
store began to sell TV sets, he also began 
servicing them, a practice he continued 
until 1953, he said. 

A walk down the aisles conjures up mem¬ 
ories of the past when the local store was 
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the huh of the community and one- 
stop shopping was a necessity. To¬ 
day, the variety remains, but the 
products are more likely to include 
major appliances, TVs and video 
equipment. 

DePrey, who lives in the at¬ 
tached quarters, said the basic op¬ 
eration of the store has stayed the 
same. A warehouse was added, but 
the store still Isn’t open Sundays. 

He recalled when farmers traded 
eggs for goods and how one packed 
his eggs in oats in a milk pail to 
prevent breaking. The eggs then 
were shipped to Chicago. 

Business has been bnsk in the 
grocery store recently, he said. 

"It's busier than average with 
these hot days,” DePrey said 
People stop in for lunch meat, 


bread and soda.” 

Cliff and Jean Vandenbush, a 
Green Bay couple who have 
shopp'd there before, arrived to 
pick up their new air conditioner. 
DePrey knows them; he also knew 
both of their parents. 

“It’s kind of a throw back to the 
way it used to be when you knew 
the proprietor ... and if you need¬ 
ed something they’d carry you 
over,” said Mrs. Vandenbush. 
“They’re accommodating — a lot 
more personal than shopping at a 
big supermarket.” 

If they don’t have it, they’ll get 
it for you,” added her husband. 

The store emphasizes service, 
and either DePrey or Hogan usual¬ 
ly go along when an appliance is 
delivered. 

"We will sit with a customer as 
long as it takes to get them to 
understand a product,” said Ho¬ 
gan. “I think that level of service 
keeps us going. Our biggest niche Is 
price and service.” 





















